
 

Reducin g Our  Water  Foot pr int  
Responsibly steward water resources by focusing on efficiency, cultivating climate 

adapted landscape, minimizing potable water use, and maximizing use of reclaimed water 

2006

38%

2014

From 2006-2014,Caltech cut its water use 38%, as much as 850 Pasadena homes use in a year

=
850+ Pasadena 

Households

335 Million Gallons

208 Million Gallons

Fiscal Year  2014  Consumption

30% more water 
efficient than code

Constructed 9 LEED 
certified buildings

and optimization, cutting
water used to produce 

energy and cool buildings

Invested $17.6 Million  
in energy efficiency

with climate adapted 
and native species

Replaced 6 acres
of turf

that monitors weather 
and soil to water only 

when necessary

Installed a smart
irrigation system

Doing our work with less water is the �8�‘�f���Q�•�¢�P�j�W. Help us save water on and off the Caltech campus

report and fix leaks promptly
(x4717, ppservice@caltech.edu)

turn up your thermostat a few
degrees on hot days  

78
o

be conscious in the labs 
(rinses, single pass cooling)

�5�H�‹�¢�Z���P�•�>�O���D�b Sustainability

with highly efficient 
toilets and urinals

Replaced over 
130 fixtures

talk to your peers about engaging 
in the campus water dialogue

wait until you have a full load 
to wash lab equipment or laundry

turn off the faucet when brushing 
your teeth or shaving

48%

23%

3%

Irrigation
15%

Utility Plants
50%

Domestic
35%

Since California enacted mandatory water restrictions, Caltech has cut use 15% as of 
March 1, 2016. Caltech has implemented and is planning many conservation projects:

Irrigate once 
per week (winter)

Limit watering
in large turf areas

Install athletic 
pool 

covers

Improve water meter 
network

Treat and reuse industrial 
water

Replace research 
water generators

Enhance 
plant chemistry

Drain 
fountains 

Upgrade chilled water loop

Protect trees with 
dedicated irrigation 

systems

Sources: Pasadena Water and Power; California Save Our Water

Sources: California SWRCB; U.S. Census Bureau

Fill remaining fountains 
with recycled condensate

Aerate turf deeply to 
capture winter rains


